contents of the documents out of China, can be publicly identified only by the
pseudonym Zhang Liang. Issues of safety for the compiler and his associates do not
allow for public disclosure of the extensive efforts at authentication taken by co-editor
Perry Link and myself. China scholar Orville Schell, dean of the Graduate School of
Journalism at the University of California, Berkeley, wrote the book's afterword, which
explores the issue of authentication of such documents. Schell concurs that there are
convincing grounds to assume that the compiler's motivations were honest and that the
documents were credible despite the impossibility of making an absolute judgment
about material in a closed society like China's.

Following are excerpts from some of the key documents:
THE TIANANMEN PAPERS
DENG XIAOPING AND THE APRIL 26 EDITORIAL

On April 25, Li Peng and other officials went to Deng Xiaoping's home to report on the
student demonstrations in Beijing and 20 other cities. Deng's response formed the basis
of an Apri] 26 editorial that became the party's verdict on the student movement.

Excerpts from Party Central Office Secretariat,

"Important meeting minutes,” Aprit 25:

Li Peng: Some of the protest posters and the slogans that students shout during the
marches are anti-Party and antisocialist. They're clamoring for a reversal of the verdicts
on bourgeois liberalization and spiritual pollution [Communist Party jargon for Western
cultural influences].

The spear is now pointed directly at you and the others of the elder generation of
proletarian revolutionaries.

Deng Xiaoping: Saying I'm the mastermind hehind the scenes, are they?

Li Peng: There are open calls for the government to step down, appeals for nonsense
like "open investigations into and discussions of the question of China's governance and
power," and calls to institute broader elections and revise the Constitution, to lift
restrictions on political parties and newspapers, and to get rid of the category of
“counterrevolutionary" crimes. Illegal student organizations have already sprung up in
Beijing and Tianjin. ... The small number of leaders of these illegal organizations have
other people behind them calling the shots.

In Beijing there have been two attacks on Xinhua Gate in quick succession; in Changsha
and Xi'an there was looting and arson on April 22, and in Wuhan students have
demonstrated on the Yangtze River Bridge, blocking the vital artery between Beijing
and Guangzhou. These actions seriously harm social stability and unity, and they
disrupt social order. Those of us on the Standing Committee all believe that this is
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