to guarantee the stability of the whole country, and that means starting with Beijing. I
resolutely support declaration of martial law in Beijing and resolutely support its
implementation.

Wang Zhen: ... These people are really asking for it! They should be nabbed as soon as
they pop out again. Give '‘em no mercy! The students are nuts if they think this handful
of people can overthrow our Party and our government! These kids don't know how
good they've got it! ... If the students don't leave Tiananmen on their own, the PLA
should go in and carry them out. This is ridiculous!

Bo Yibo: The whole imperialist Western world wants to make socialist countries leave
the socialist road and become satellites in the system of international monopoly
capitalism. The people with ulterior motives who are behind this student movement
have support from the United States and Europe and from the KMT [Kuomintang]
reactionaries in Taiwan. There is a lot of evidence that the U.S. Congress and other
Western parliaments have been saying all kinds of things about this student movement
and have even held hearings. ... Members of the overseas Chinese Alliance for
Democracy, which we have declared to be an illegal and reactionary organization, not
only voice support for the student movement but openly admit that they advise the
students and even plan how to reenter China and meddle directly. ... So you see, it was
no accident that the student movement turned into turmoil.

Hong Xuezhi: For a soldier, duty is paramount. I will resolutely carry out the order to
put Beijing under martial law.

Qin Jiwei: ... I resolutely support and will resolutely carry out the orders of Party
Central and the Military Affairs Commission for martial law in Beijing.

LI PENG MEETS WITH STUDENT LEADERS

Also on May 18, Li Peng and other government officials met at the Great Hall of the
People with Wang Dan, Wuerkaixi, and other student representatives. Li said that no
one had ever claimed the majority of students had been engaged in turmoil, but that too
often people with no intention of creating turmoil had in fact brought it about.

He stood firm on the wording of the April 26 editorial and said the current moment was
not an appropriate time to discuss the students' two demands. Wang Dan had said that
the only way to get the students out of Tiananmen Square was to reclassify the student
movement as patriotic and put the student-leader dialogue on live television.

ZHAO ZIYANG'S SORROWFUL SPEECH

At 4 am on May 19, following the close of the Politburo Standing Committee meeting,
Zhao Ziyang and Li Peng visited Tiananmen Square, accompanied respectively by
Director of the Party Central Office Wen Jiabao and Secretary-General of the State
Council Luo Gan. Knowing his political career was near an end, Zhao made remarks
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