about human rignts!

Look how many people around the world they've robbed of human rights! And look how
many Chinese people they've hurt the human rights of since they invaded China during
the Opium war! ...

Two conditions are indispensable for our developmental goals: a stable environment at
home and a peaceful environment abroad. We don't care what others say about us. The
only thing we really care about is a good environment for developing ourselves. So long
as history eventually proves the superiority of the Chinese socialist system, that's
enough. We can't bother about the social systems of other countries. Imagine for a
moment what could happen if China falls into turmeil. i it happens now, it'd be far
worse than the Cultural Revolution. ... Once civil war got started, blood would flow like
a river, and where would human rights be then? In a civil war, each power would
dominate a locality, production would fall, communications would be cut off, and
refugees would flow out of China not in millions or tens of millions but in hundreds of
millions.

First hit by this flood of refugees would be Pacific Asia, which is currently the most
promising region of the world. This would be disaster on a global scale. So China
mustn't make a mess of itself. And this is not just to be responsible to ourselves, but to
consider the whole world and all of humanity as well. ...

Li Xiannian: ... Tiananmen Scuare is now that root of our turmoil-disease. Just look at
that thing-like neither human nor demon-that they've erected there in our beautiful
Square! Are the people going to accept that? Absolutely not! We're never going to geta
voluntary withdrawal from the Square. Tiananmen has been polluted for more than a
month now, ravaged into a shadow of itself! We can't breathe free until the Square is
returned to the hands of the people. We have to pull up the root of the disease
immediately. I say we start tonight.

Yang Shangkun: The fact that we're going to clear the square, restore order, and stop
the turmoil in no way means that we're giving up on reform or closing our country off
from the world.

Deng Xiaoping: No one can keep China's reform and opening from going forward. Why
is that? It's simple: Without reform and opening our development stops and our
economy slides downhill. Living standards decline if we turn back. The momentum of
reform cannot be stopped. We must insist on this point at all times.

Some people say we allow only economic reform and not political reform, but that's not
true. We do allow political reform, hut on one condition: that the Four Basic Principles
are upheld. [The Four Basic Principles are Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong thought,
socialism, the people's democratic dictatorship, and leadership by the Chinese
Communist Party.] ...
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